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'AI-LAN was born as the sixth daughter of the unhappy
Sin-Yang. He was a rich man and wanted sons. When
his first wife had borne him two daughters and then
remained barren, he took a second wife, She bore him
three daughters. He took a concubine; she bore him
AHan.

Sin-Yang went to the statues of his gods and
remonstrated. Hadn't he sacrificed enough incense,
perfume-powder, even silver, He looked at his wives
with eyes full of hatred.

The wives looked at their children with eyes full of
hatred. The fir'st wife blamed her daughters for her
husband having taken a second wife and refusing to
come in to her any more.

The second wife had hoped to push the first wife
completely asidie. But after having borne these
daughters, she had been pushed .aside, Ai-lan's
mother still hoped for a son because Sin Yang came
in to her. But she would have liked to bear a son- as
her first child. Ai-lan had come as a great disappoint-
ment to her and she made her pay for it. She even
omitted to swathe her feet; though this custom was
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